
 

Nursery 

VIPERS (Content Domains) 
  

Vocabulary (2a) 
 

 
Inference (2d) 

 
Prediction (2e) 

 
Explain (2f, 2g, 

2h) 
 

 
Retrieval (2b) 

 
Summarise (2c) 

Symbols  

  

  

  

 
Objectives 

 

R4 - Repeats and uses actions, words or phrases from familiar stories 
R4- Fills in the missing word or phrase in a known rhyme, story or game, e.g. Humpty Dumpty sat on a 
R4 - Enjoys rhythmic and musical activity with percussion instruments, actions, rhymes and songs, clapping along with the beat and 
joining in with words of familiar songs and nursery rhymes 
 

 
Vocab 

 

Books, Story, blurb, author, illustrator, poem, rhyme, fairy tale, title, front cover, back cover, character, page, beginning, middle, 
end 

 
Question stems 

 

What do you think 
this word means? 

 

(Looking at the 
pictures) What 
might they be 
feeling? How do 
you know? 

 

What might 
happen at the end 
of the story? What 
might happen in 
the story? What 
might happen 
next? 
 
 
 

Who is your 
favourite character 
and why? 
Why do you think 
this happened 
 

What did you find 
out? What can you 
see on the front 
cover? 

 

Can you order 
these parts of the 
story? What 
happened first, 
next….? 

 



 

 
Supporting 
documents  

& texts 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Reception 

VIPERS (Content Domains) 
  

Vocabulary 
 

 
Inference 

 
Prediction 

 
Explain 

 

 
Retrieval 

 
Summarise 

Symbols  

  

  

  

 
Objectives 

 

R6 - Uses 
vocabulary and 
forms of speech 
that are 
increasingly 
influenced by their 
experiences of 
reading 
 
 

R6-Uses knowledge 
of other 
texts/experiences 
to draw 
interpretations to 
illustrations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

R5 - Joins in with 
repeated refrains 
and anticipates key 
events and phrases 
in rhymes and 
stories 
 
R5 - Talks about 
events and 
principal characters 
in stories and 
suggests how the 
story might end 

 
 
 
 
 

 

R5 - Knows that 
print carries 
meaning and, in 
English, is read 
from left to right 
and top to bottom 
R5 - Knows 
information can be 
relayed through 
signs and symbols 
in various forms 
(e.g. printed 
materials, digital 
screens and 
environmental 
print) 

R6 -Re-enacts and 
reinvents stories 
they have heard in 
their play 
R6- Is able to recall 
and discuss stories 
or information that 
has been read to 
them, or they have 
read themselves 
 

 

R5 - Begins to be 
aware of the way 
stories are 
structured, and to 
tell own stories 
 
 
R6-Describes main 
story settings, 
events and 
principal characters 
in increasing detail 

 



 

 
Vocab 

 

Books, Story, blurb, author, illustrator, poem, rhyme, fairy tale, title, front cover, back cover, character, setting, solution, 
problem, page, full stop, question mark, speech marks, speech bubble, beginning, middle, end 

 
Question stems 

 

What does this 
word mean? 

 

(Looking at the 
pictures) What 
might they be 
feeling? How do 
you know? 

 

What might 
happen at the end 
of the story? What 
might happen in 
the story? What 
might happen 
next? 

 

Who is your 
favourite 
character and 
why? 
Why do you think 
this happened 
 

What did you find 
out? What can you 
see on the front 
cover? 

 

Can you order 
these parts of the 
story? What 
happened first, 
next….? 

 

 
Supporting 

documents & 
texts 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 



 

Year 1 

VIPERS (Content Domains) 
  

Vocabulary (2a) 
 

 
Inference (2d) 

 
Prediction (2e) 

 
Explain (2f, 2g, 

2h) 
 

 
Retrieval (2b) 

 
Sequence (2c) 

Symbols  

  

  

  

 
Objectives 

 

Discussing word 
meanings, linking 
new meanings to 
those already known. 
Drawing on what 
they already know or 
on background 
information and 
vocabulary provided 
by the teacher. 

Discussing the 
significance of the 
title and events. 
Making inferences on 
the basis of what is 
being said and done. 

Predicting what 
might happen on the 
basis of 
what has been read 
so far. 

Give my opinion 
including likes and 
dislikes. 
Link what they read 
or hear to their own 
experiences. 
Explain clearly my 
understanding of 
what has been read 
to them. 
Express views about 
events or characters. 

Answer a question 
about what has just 
happened in a story. 
Develop their 
knowledge of 
retrieval through 
images. 
Recognise characters, 
events, titles and 
information. 
Recognise differences 
between fiction and 
non-fiction texts. 
Retrieve information 
by finding a few key 
words. 
Contribute ideas and 
thoughts in 
discussion. 

Retell familiar stories 
orally e.g. fairy 
stories and 
traditional tales. 
Sequence the events 
of a story they are 
familiar with. 
Begin to discuss how 
events are linked.  



 

 
Vocab 

 

vocabulary, word, 
meaning, dictionary, 
alliteration 

infer, title, events, 
clues, character 

predict, sensible 
guess, next, events 

likes, dislikes, explain, 
views, events, 
characters  

retrieve, question, 
fiction, non-fiction 

sequence, beginning, 
middle, end, order, 
events, 
chronological, 
before, after, next, 
first 

 
Question stems 

 

What does the word 
………. mean in this 
sentence?  
Find and copy a word 
which means ………  
Which word in do you 
think is the most 
important? Why?  
Which of the words 
best describes the 
character or setting? 
Which word in this 
part do you think is 
the most important? 
Why do you think 
they repeat this word 
in the story? 

What do you 
think.....means? 
Why do you think 
that?  
How do you think. ..?   
When do you think. 
..?  
Where do you 
think…?  
How does ………. 
make you feel?  
Why did ………… 
happen? 

Looking at the cover 
and the title, what do 
you think this book is  
about? 
Where do you 
think.....will go next? 
What do you think... 
will say / do next?  
What do you think 
this book will be 
about? Why?  
How do you think 
that this will end?  
Who do you think has 
done it?  
What might.....say 
about that? 
Can you draw what 
might happen next? 

 

Is there anything you 
would change about 
this story? 
What do you like 
about this text? 
Who is your favourite 
character? Why? 

Who is your favourite 
character? 
Why do you think all 
the main characters 
are … in this book?  
Would you like to live 
in this setting? 
Why/why not?  
Who is/are the main 
character(s)?  
When/where is this 
story set?  
Which is your 
favourite/worst/ 
funniest/scariest part 
of the story? 
Is this a fiction or a 
non-fiction book? 
How do you know? 

What happens in the 
beginning of the 
story? 
Can you number 
these events in the 
story? 
How/where does the 
story start?  
What happened at 
the end of the….? 
Can you retell the 
story to me in 20 
words or less?  
What happened 
before that? 
Can you sequence 
the key moments in 
this story?  

 
Supporting 
documents  

 

Age related texts for Reading VIPERS  to be chosen from these sources: 
- Extracts from recommended reads for year group (see below) 

- Collins Reading Comprehension for year group 

- CGP English Comprehension for year group 

- Literacy Shed+ for year group  

- Grammarsaurus for year group  

- TestBase   

- Past SATs reading papers (Pre-2016 only)  

- LBQ 



 

 
Texts  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Year 2 

VIPERS (Content Domains) 
  

Vocabulary (2a) 
 

 
Inference (2d) 

 
Prediction (2e) 

 
Explain (2f, 2g, 

2h) 
 

 
Retrieval (2b) 

 
Sequence (2c) 

Symbols  

  

  

  

 
Objectives 

 

Discussing and 
clarifying the 
meanings of words, 
linking new meanings 
to known vocabulary. 
Discussing their 
favourite words and 
phrases. 
Drawing on what 
they already know or 
on background 
information and 
vocabulary provided 
by the teacher. 

Making inferences on 
the basis of what is 
being said and done. 
Make inferences 
about characters’ 
feelings using what 
they say and do. 

Predicting what 
might happen on the 
basis of what has 
been read so far. 

Explain and discuss 
their understanding 
of books, poems and 
other material, both 
those that they listen 
to and those that 
they read for 
themselves.  
Express own views 
about a book or 
poem.  
Discuss some 
similarities between 
books.  
Listen to the opinion 
of others. 
 
a 

Answering and asking 
questions.  
Being introduced to non-
fiction books that are 
structured in different 
ways. 

Discussing the 
sequence of events in 
books and how items 
of information are 
related. 



 

 
Vocab 

 

explain, phrase, 
definition, dictionary, 
glossary, 
onomatopoeia 

infer, character, 
explain, feelings, 
setting 

predict, explain, 
future, next, events 

explain, 
understanding, 
similarities, 
differences, opinion  

retrieve, information, 
layout, contents, index, 
glossary, images, 
captions, key words 

sequence, 
information, plot, 
plot points,  
events, paragraph, 
section, chronological 

 
Question stems 

 

Can you find a 
noun/adjective/verb 
that tells/shows you 
that...?  
Why do you think 
that the author used 
the word... to 
describe...?  
Which other word on 
this page means the 
same as...?  
Find an adjective in 
the text which 
describes...  
Which word do you 
think is most 
important in this 
section? Why?  
Which word best 
describes…? 

What do you think.... 
means?   
Why do you think 
that?  
Why do you think...?  
How do you think....?  
When do you 
think...?  
Where do you 
think...?  
How has the author 
made us think that...? 

Where do you 
think.... will go next?  
What do you think... 
will say/do next?  
What do you think 
this book will be 
about? Why?  
How do you think 
that this will end? 
What makes you say 
that?  
Who do you think has 
done it?  
What might.... say 
about that?  
How does the choice 
of character affect 
what will happen 
next? 

What is 
similar/different 
about two 
characters?  
Explain why... did 
that..  
Is this as good as...?  
Which is better and 
why?  
Does the picture help 
us? How?  
What would you do if 
you were...?  
Would you like to live 
in this setting? Why?  
Is there anything you 
would change about 
this story?  
Do you agree with 
the author’s…? Why? 

Who is/are the main 
character(s)?  
When/where is this story 
set? How do you know?  
Which is your 
favourite/worst/funniest/ 
scariest part of the story? 
Why? Tell me three facts 
you have learned from 
the text.  
Find the part where...  
What type of text is this?  
What happened to … in 
the end of the story? 

What happens in the 
story’s opening?  
How/where does the 
story start? What 
happened at the end 
of the...?  
What is the dilemma 
in this story?  
How is it resolved?  
Can you retell the 
story to me in 20 
words or less?  
Can you summarise 
in 3 sentences the 
beginning, middle 
and end of this story? 

 
Supporting 
documents  

 

Age related texts for Reading VIPERS  to be chosen from these sources: 
- Extracts from recommended reads for year group (see below) 

- Reading Explorers Y2-Y6 for your year group 

- Collins Reading Comprehension for year group 

- CGP English Comprehension for year group 

- Literacy Shed+ for year group  

- Grammarsaurus for year group  

- TestBase   

- Past SATs reading papers (Pre-2016 only)  

- LBQ 



 

 
Texts  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 3 

VIPERS (Content Domains) 
  

Vocabulary (2a) 
 

 
Inference (2d) 

 
Prediction (2e) 

 
Explain (2f, 2g, 

2h) 
 

 
Retrieval (2b) 

 
Summarise (2c) 

Symbols  

  

  

  

 
Objectives 

 

Meaning of words that 
they have read, 
checking that the text 
makes sense to them, 
discussing their 
understanding and 
explaining the meaning 
of words in context. 

Drawing inferences 
such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives 
from their actions, 
and justifying 
inferences with 
evidence. 

Predicting what 
might happen from 
details stated and 
implied. 

Discussing words and 
phrases that capture 
the reader’s interest 
and imagination W 
identifying themes 
and conventions in a 
wide range of books, 
identifying how 
language, structure, 
and presentation 
contribute to 
meaning. 

Retrieve and record 
information from 
non-fiction. 

Identifying main 
ideas drawn from 
more than one 
paragraph and 
summarising these. 

 
Vocab 

 

definition, sentence, 
context, find and copy, 
simile 

infer, emotions, 
thoughts, actions, 
support, evidence 

predict, possible, 
outcome, 
information, stated, 
implied, details 

explain, author, 
choice, vocabulary, 
phrase, language, 
genre, purpose, 
features, structure, 
simile 

retrieve, important, 
record, key words 

summarise, main 
points/ideas, 
synopsis (plot), 
shorten 



 

 
Question stems 

 

What does this 
word/phrase/sentence 
tell you about the 
character/setting/mood? 
Can you find this word in 
the dictionary? 
By writing in this way, 
what effect has the 
author created? 
What other 
words/phrases could the 
author have used here? 
How has the author 
made you feel by 
writing...? 
Which word tells you 
that…? 
Find and highlight the 
word that is closest in 
meaning to…? 

What do you think.... 
means? 
Why do you think 
that? 
Why do you think...? 
How do you think....? 
Can you explain 
why....? 
What do these words 
mean and why do 
you think that the 
author chose them? 
Find and copy a 
group of words which 
show…? 
How does the 
description of … 
show that they are…? 
Who is telling the 
story? 
Why has the 
character done this 
at this time? 

Can you think of 
another story with a 
similar theme? 
Which stories have 
openings like this? 
Do you think that this 
story will develop the 
same way? 
Why did the author 
choose this setting? 
Will that influence 
the story? 
What happened 
before this and what 
do you think will 
happen after? 
Do you think the 
setting will have an 
impact on plot 
moving forward? 

What is 
similar/different 
about two 
characters? 
Explain why... did 
that? 
Describe different 
characters’ reactions 
to the same event. 
Is this as good as...? 
Which is better and 
why? 
Why do you think 
they chose to order 
the text in this way? 
What is the purpose 
of this text and who 
do you think it was 
written for? 
What is the author’s 
viewpoint? How do 
you know? 
How are these two 
sections in the text 
linked? 

Who are the 
characters in this 
text? 
When / where is this 
story set? How do 
you know? 
Which part of the 
story best describes 
the setting? 
What do you think is 
happening here? 
What might this 
mean? 
How might I find the 
information quickly? 
What can I use to 
help me navigate this 
book? 
How would you 
describe the story? 
Whose perspective is 
the story told from? 

What is the main 
point in this 
paragraph? 
Sum up what has 
happened so far in X 
words or less. 
Which is the most 
important point in 
these paragraphs? 
Do any 
sections/paragraphs 
deal with the same 
themes? 
Have you noticed any 
similarities between 
this text and any 
others you have  
read? 
What do I need to jot 
down to remember 
what I have read? 

 
Supporting 
documents  

 

Age related texts for Reading VIPERS  to be chosen from these sources: 
- Extracts from recommended reads for year group (see below) 

- Reading Explorers Y2-Y6 for your year group 

- Collins Reading Comprehension for year group 

- CGP English Comprehension for year group 

- Literacy Shed+ for year group  

- Grammarsaurus for year group  

- TestBase   

- Past SATs reading papers (Pre-2016 only)  

- LBQ 



 

 
Texts  

 

 
 

 



 

Year 4 

VIPERS (Content Domains) 
  

Vocabulary (2a) 
 

 
Inference (2d) 

 
Prediction (2e) 

 
Explain (2f, 2g, 

2h) 
 

 
Retrieval (2b) 

 
Summarise (2c) 

Symbols  

  

  

  

 
Objectives 

 

Using dictionaries to 
check the meaning of 
words that they have 
read. 
Checking that the text 
makes sense to them, 
discussing their 
understanding and 
explaining the meaning 
of words in context. 

Drawing inferences 
such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives 
from their actions, 
and justifying 
inferences with 
evidence. 

Predicting what 
might happen from 
details stated and 
implied. 

Discussing words and 
phrases that capture 
the reader’s interest 
and imagination. 
Identifying themes 
and conventions in a 
wide range of books. 
Identifying how 
language, structure, 
and presentation 
contribute to 
meaning. 

Retrieve and record 
information from 
non-fiction. 

Identifying main 
ideas drawn from 
more than one 
paragraph and 
summarising these. 

 
Vocab 

 

context, multiple 
definitions, simile, 
metaphor 

infer, impression, 
motive, suggest, 
support, prove, 
evidence 

predict, possible, 
outcome, 
information, stated, 
implied, details 

explain, genre, 
purpose, structure, 
similarities, 
differences, emotive, 
capture, interest, 
shades of meaning, 
simile, metaphor 

retrieve, locate, 
paragraph, titled, 
headed, key details 

summarise, main 
points/ideas, 
synopsis (plot), 
reduce 



 

 
Question stems 

 

Can you find the 
meaning or a word with 
a similar meaning in a 
dictionary or thesaurus? 
What does this 
word/phrase/sentence 
tell you about the 
character/setting/mood?  
By writing..., what effect 
has the author created?  
Do you think they 
intended to?  
What other 
words/phrases could the 
author have used here? 
Why? How has the 
author…?  
Which word is closest in 
meaning to…? 

What do you think.... 
means? 
Why do you think 
that? Could it be 
anything else?  
I think....; do you 
agree? Why / why 
not?  
How do you think....?  
Can you explain 
why....? 
Can you explain why 
based on two 
different pieces of 
evidence?  
What do these words 
mean and why do 
you think that the 
author chose them?  
Find and copy a 
group of words which 
show that…  
 What impression of 
…do you get from 
this paragraph? 

Can you think of 
another text with a 
similar theme? How 
do their plots differ?  
Which stories have 
openings like this? Do 
you think that this 
story will develop the 
same way?  
Why did the author 
choose this setting? 
Will that influence 
the story?  
What does this 
paragraph suggest 
what will happen 
next?  
Do you think … will 
happen? Explain your 
answers with 
evidence from the 
text. 

What is 
similar/different 
about two 
characters? Did the 
author intend that? 
Explain why... did 
that.  
Describe different 
characters’ reactions 
to the same event.  
Is this as good as...? 
 Which is better and 
why?  
What can you tell me 
about how this text is 
organised?  
Why is the text 
arranged in this way?  
What is the purpose 
of this text and who 
is the audience?  
How does the author 
engage the reader 
here? Which section 
was the most …? 
Why? 

Find the... in this text. 
Is it anywhere else?  
When/where is this 
story set? How do 
you know?  
Find the part of the 
story that best 
describes the setting.  
What do you think is 
happening here? 
Why?  
What might this 
mean? 
 Whose perspective is 
the story told by and 
how do you know?  
How can you use the 
subheading to help 
you here? 

 What is the main 
point in this 
paragraph? Is it 
mentioned anywhere 
else?  
Sum up what has 
happened so far in X 
words/seconds or 
less.  
Which is the most 
important point in 
these paragraphs? 
Why?  
Do any 
sections/paragraphs 
deal with the same 
themes? 
 How might I record 
this to ensure the 
best possible 
outcome? 

 
Supporting 
documents  

 

Age related texts for Reading VIPERS  to be chosen from these sources: 
- Extracts from recommended reads for year group (see below) 

- Reading Explorers Y2-Y6 for your year group 

- Collins Reading Comprehension for year group 

- CGP English Comprehension for year group 

- Literacy Shed+ for year group  

- Grammarsaurus for year group  

- TestBase   

- Past SATs reading papers (Pre-2016 only)  

- LBQ 



 

 
Texts  

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Year 5 

VIPERS (Content Domains) 
  

Vocabulary (2a) 
 

 
Inference (2d) 

 
Prediction (2e) 

 
Explain (2f, 2g, 

2h) 
 

 
Retrieval (2b) 

 
Summarise (2c) 

Symbols  

  

  

  

 
Objectives 

 

Checking that the 
book makes sense to 
them, discussing their 
understanding and 
exploring the meaning 
of words in context. 

Provide reasoned 
justifications for 
their views. 
Drawing inferences 
such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives 
from their actions, 
and justifying 
inferences with 
evidence. 

Predicting what 
might happen from 
details stated and 
implied. 

Identifying and 
discussing themes 
and conventions 
in and across a 
wide range of 
writing. 
Making 
comparisons 
within and across 
books. 
Discuss and 
evaluate how 
authors use 
language, 
including 
figurative 
language, 
considering the 

Distinguish 
between 
statements of fact 
and opinion. 
Retrieve and 
record information 
from non-fiction. 

Summarising the 
main ideas drawn 
from more than one 
paragraph, 
identifying key details 
to support the main 
ideas. 



 

impact on the 
reader. 
Identifying how 
language, structure 
and presentation 
contribute to 
meaning. 

 
Vocab 

 

Context, clarify, 
define, synonym, 
synonymous, 
antonym, homograph, 
literal, figurative, 
figure of speech, 
simile, metaphor, 
personification. 

Infer, form, opinion, 
impression, 
viewpoint, 
justify/justified, 
evidence. 

predict, justify, 
stated, implied, 
indicated 

Genre, purpose, 
convention, 
technique, literal, 
figurative, figure of 
speech, simile, 
metaphor, 
personification, 
mood, tone, 
atmosphere, 
compare and 
contrast. 

Retrieve, statement, 
fact, opinion, 
viewpoint. 

Summarise, main 
points/ideas, 
synopsis, condense. 

 
Question stems 

 

Can you quickly 
find…in the dictionary 
and thesaurus?  
What does this 
word/phrase/sentence 
tell you about the 
character/setting/ 
mood?  
By writing..., what 
effect has the author 
created? Do you think 
they intended to?   
What other 
words/phrases could 
the author have used 
here? Why?  
How has the author 
made you/this 

What do you think… 
means? Why do you 
think that? Could it 
be anything else?  
I think....; do you 
agree? Why/why 
not?  
Why do you think the 
author? Decided 
to...?  
Can you explain 
why...? Can you give 
me evidence from 
somewhere else in 
the text? 
What do these words 
mean and why do 

Can you think of 
another story with a 
similar theme? How 
do their plots differ?  
Which stories have 
openings like this? Do 
you think that this 
story will develop the 
same way?  
Why did the author 
choose this setting? 
Will that influence 
the story? 

What is 
similar/different 
about two 
characters?  
Did the author intend 
that?  
Describe different 
characters’ reactions 
to the same event.  
Does this story have 
a moral?  
Which is better and 
why?  
How is the text 
organised and what 
impact does this have 
on you as a reader?  

Find the... in this text. 
Is it anywhere else?  
When/where is this 
story set? Find 
evidence in the text.  
Find the part of the 
story that best 
describes the setting.  
What do you think is 
happening here? 
Why?  
Who is telling this 
story?  
Can you skim/scan 
quickly to find the 
answer? 

What is the main 
point in this 
paragraph? Is it 
mentioned anywhere 
else?  
Sum up what has 
happened so far in… 
words/seconds or 
less.  
Which is the most 
important point in 
these paragraphs? 
Why?  
Do any 
sections/paragraphs 
deal with the same 
themes?  



 

character feel by 
writing...? Why?  
Find and highlight the 
word which is closest 
in meaning to …  
Find a word which 
demonstrates…  
Can you rewrite this in 
the style of the author 
using your own 
words?  
How have simile and 
metaphor been used 
here to enhance the 
text? 

you think that the 
author chose them?  
How does the author 
make you feel?  
What impression do 
you get from these 
paragraphs? 

Why has the text 
been written this 
way?  
How can you tell 
whether it is fact and 
opinion?  
How is this text 
similar to the writing 
we have been doing? 
How does the author 
engage the 
audience? 

Can you find a text 
with a similar theme? 

 
Supporting 
documents  

 

Age related texts for Reading VIPERS  to be chosen from these sources: 
- Extracts from recommended reads for year group (see below) 

- Reading Explorers Y2-Y6 for your year group 

- Collins Reading Comprehension for year group 

- CGP English Comprehension for year group 

- Literacy Shed+ for year group  

- Grammarsaurus for year group  

- TestBase   

- Past SATs reading papers (Pre-2016 only)  

- LBQ 



 

 
Texts  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

Year 6 

VIPERS (Content Domains) 
  

Vocabulary (2a) 
 

 
Inference (2d) 

 
Prediction (2e) 

 
Explain (2f, 2g, 

2h) 
 

 
Retrieval (2b) 

 
Summarise (2c) 

Symbols  

  

  

  

 
Objectives 

 

Checking that the 
book makes sense to 
them, discussing their 
understanding and 
exploring the 
meaning of words in 
context.  

Provide reasoned 
justifications for their 
views. 
Drawing inferences 
such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives 
from their actions, 
and justifying 
inferences with 
evidence.  

Predicting what 
might happen from 
details stated and 
implied. 

Identifying and 
discussing themes 
and conventions in 
and across a wide 
range of writing. 
Making comparisons 
within and across 
books.  
Discuss and evaluate 
how authors use 
language, including 
figurative language, 
considering the 
impact on the reader. 
Identifying how 
language, structure 
and presentation 
contribute to 
meaning. 

Distinguish between 
statements of fact 
and opinion. 
Retrieve and record 
information from 
non-fiction. 

Summarising the 
main ideas drawn 
from more than one 
paragraph, 
identifying key details 
to support the main 
ideas. 



 

 
Vocab 

 

context, connotation, 
literal, figurative, 
simile, metaphor, 
personification, 
pathetic fallacy, 
idiom, oxymoron, 
synonym, 
synonymous, 
antonym 

infer, formulate, 
deduce/deduct, 
opinion, impression, 
perception, 
viewpoint, persona, 
justify/justified, 
evidence, defend, 
perspective 

predict, justify, 
stated, implied, 
directly, indirectly, 
implicit, explicit 

genre, purpose, 
intent, connotation, 
literal, figurative, 
simile, metaphor, 
personification, 
pathetic fallacy, 
idiom, oxymoron, 
mood, tone, 
atmosphere, 
imagery, portray, 
compare and 
contrast 

retrieve, distinguish, 
fact, opinion, belief, 
judgement 

summarise, main 
points/ideas, 
synopsis, condense, 
focal, notion 

 
Question stems 

 

What does this 
word/phrase/sentenc
e tell you about the 
character/setting/mo
od?  
By writing..., what 
effect has the author 
created? Do you 
think they intended 
to?  
Can you find 
examples of simile, 
metaphor, hyperbole 
or personification in 
the text?  
Why has the text 
been organised in 
this way? Would you 
have done it 
differently?  
What other 
words/phrases could 
the author have used 
here? 

What do you think… 
means?  
Why do you think 
that? Could it be 
anything else?  
I think....; do you 
agree? Why/why 
not?  
Why do you think the 
author decided to...? 
Can you explain 
why...?  
What do these words 
mean and why do 
you think that the 
author chose them? 
How do other 
people’s descriptions 
of …show that…? 
Where else in the 
text can we find the 
answer to this 
question? 

Can you think of 
another story with a 
similar theme? How 
do their plots differ? 
Which stories have 
openings like this? Do 
you think that this 
story will develop the 
same way?  
Why did the author 
choose this setting? 
Will that influence 
the story? 

What is 
similar/different 
about two 
characters? Did the 
author intend that?  
Explain why... did 
that.  
Describe different 
characters’ reactions 
to the same event. 
Does this story have 
a moral?  
Which is better and 
why?  
Can you identify 
where the author has 
shown bias towards a 
particular character?  
Is it fact or is it 
opinion? How do you 
know?  
How does the author 
make you feel at this 
point in the story? 

Find the... in this text. 
Is it anywhere else? 
Can you skim the 
next… and find me 
the answer to…? 
When/where is this 
story set? Find 
evidence in the text. 
Find the part of the 
story that best 
describes the setting. 
What do you think is 
happening here? 
Why?  
Who is telling this 
story?  
What genre is…?  
Can you look at these 
other texts and find 
me what is similar 
and what is 
different? 

What is the main 
point of the text?  
Can you look in this 
paragraph? What 
does the author 
mean? Is it 
mentioned anywhere 
else?  
Sum up what has 
happened so far in… 
words/seconds or 
less.  
Can you read the text 
and summarise what 
has happened? 
Which is the most 
important point in 
these paragraphs? 
Why?  
Do any 
sections/paragraphs 
deal with the same 
themes? 



 

Why did they do 
that?  
Can you explain it in 
a different way? 

 
Supporting 
documents  

 

Age related texts for Reading VIPERS  to be chosen from these sources: 
- Extracts from recommended reads for year group (see below) 

- Reading Explorers Y2-Y6 for your year group 

- Collins Reading Comprehension for year group 

- CGP English Comprehension for year group 

- Literacy Shed+ for year group  

- Grammarsaurus for year group  

- TestBase   

- Past SATs reading papers (Pre-2016 only)  

- LBQ 



 

 
Texts  

 

 

 


