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Learning 

Caring 

Growing Together 

 Message from Mrs King, Junior Deputy Headteacher 
 

 For those of you that don’t know me, I am Mrs King, Junior Deputy Headteacher.  I 

 started here at St. Bede in September and I have been made to feel so incredibly 

 welcome by all the staff, children, families and the wider community, so for that I 

 would like to thank you all. 

  

St. Bede Academy is such a big primary school, yet it always feels like one big family.  There is such a caring, 

community spirit that reflects our school values of Friendship, Love, Honesty, Respect, Kindness, Compassion 

and Forgiveness throughout school, every day.  I am extremely proud to be working at St. Bede and look       

forward to getting to know you all over the next few months; please feel free to come and say hello if you see 

me on the gates, it would be lovely of you to introduce yourselves.  

 

The children have worked exceptionally hard this term, which I am sure you will have seen through the many 

posts on social media.  We have also had some wonderful Class Assemblies that the children have put so much 

effort into and have brought a tear to many eyes.  It really has been lovely to share and celebrate these      

successes and achievements with you and it is such a shame that we now have to return to doing this virtually;  

but we thank you for your continued support and we will endeavour to share as much as we can with you to    

ensure you can still be part of your child’s school experience.   
 
As we approach the end of the term and begin to look forward to the upcoming festivities, I would like to wish 

you all, on behalf of all the staff, a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  

LOVE & KINDNESS 

Anshika in RS is always demonstrating love and kindness to all of her classmates.                                        
She has taken it upon herself to gather the coats off the packed lunch children                                       
and bring them into the classroom for them, as they are busy putting away their packed lunch boxes 

and bags.  Anshika also helps children in the other classes by hanging up any coats that have fallen on 
the floor; she makes us proud everyday.  Well done Anshika ! 



 

Christmas Jumper Day’, in aid of Save the Children, will take 
place on Friday 10th December.  We are asking the children to 

come to school wearing a traditional Christmas Jumper, or       
perhaps a home-made Christmas jumper or top.  Jumpers and 

tops must be worn with a school skirt or trousers, and school shoes.  We 
are asking for £1.00 for each child to take part, or any small donation.  

 

Just a reminder for parents/carers to please wear a face covering when on the 

school yard.  If you are exempt from wearing a face covering please let a mem-
ber of staff on the yard know.  Thank you.  
 

Our Poppy Appeal this 
year raised an amazing 

£946.78!  

Thank you to everyone who 
supported us!  

 
Unfortunately our overall attendance has fallen and is now just over 94%.  An education 
is one of the finest gifts we can give to our children and we cannot stress enough how 
important it is for children to be in school each day, on time, to allow them to achieve 
their full potential.  Let’s give our children the best possible chance of an education; here’s how you, as       
parents/carers, can help:    

 If your child is poorly, please ring the school on EACH day that your child is absent.  If your child is only a 
little unwell and you are unsure, send them to school; we will always contact you if we feel they need to go 
home.  

 Try and arrange medical appointments before or after the school day, so your child is not missing lessons.  

 Book holidays during school holiday periods so your child is not missing valuable learning time.  Taking a 
child on holiday during term time not only affects their attendance record but may also affect your child’s 

attainment levels, as lost learning cannot be retaught. 

 Ensure your child arrives at school on time so they can settle in class with their friends and teacher, ready 
for the start of the school day.  

Please email Mrs Bonney bonneyd@stbedeacademy.org or Mrs Hobson hobsons@stbedeacademy.org if you have 

any concerns regarding your child’s attendance.  Remember School Matters; if your child Attends Today, 

they will Achieve Tomorrow! 



 

 

 

We were so, so proud of our success at the recent Bolton News Education Awards 2021.  We 
really did steal the show!  Here’s a reminder of the results: 

Winners 

Lifetime Achievement Award winner: Mr Jack Hatch O.B.E 

Primary School Teacher of the Year winner: Mr Lawson  

New Teacher of the Year winner: Mr Davenport   

Highly commended/commended  

Primary School of the Year highly commended: St. Bede C.E. Primary Academy 

Support Worker of the Year highly commended: Mrs Allen 

 
 

 
At St. Bede we recently celebrated ‘Science Day’  

to mark to importance of ‘Peace and Development.’ 
 
On this day the children showed awareness of the endangered  

animals by dressing up as an animal that they were studying about.  The children demonstrated 
the school vision of Learning and Caring by working in their year groups to discuss the              

endangered animals they were learning about, and derive solutions on how we can help save these 
animals from being threatened. 



 

   Our Year 4 Greek Gods & Goddesses 

   Year 4 recently travelled back in time to ancient Greece,     
   where they made toilet paper togas, devoured Greek foods,                     

   danced to Zorba the Greek and wrote their names using the    
   Greek alphabet.  The children thoroughly enjoyed the day   

 after learning about ancient Greece throughout half term.      
 Here’s what some of the children said: 
 

Daisy in class 4D said "It was a fun day because we got to try different  
types of Greek food, but I didn't really like them."  Riley also from 4D  

    added "I really liked the feta cheese and want     
    to have it at home!"  Kaiya in 4L wrote:  ‘On      
    ancient Greek Day, in Year 4, we tried some      

    lovely Greek food such as pitta bread, honey,     
    pomegranate and much more.  We also did Greek dancing to Zorba the  

    Greek.  We designed our very own Greek temples in DT.  We learnt  
    about the life of Greek mums who were not allowed to leave the house 
    and only boys went to school.  We coloured beautiful Greek vases for 

     mindfulness colouring too’. 

Year 3's Stone Age day was a huge success with the children taking part in various         
activities to deepen their understanding of this historical era.  They discovered different 

artefacts during an archaeological dig, made Stone Age clay bowls, foraged for food and 
built their own shelter.  Xander said “My favourite activity was when we built 

our shelter.  I enjoyed working in a team and it was lot of fun building    
something out of bamboo sticks”.  Advaita commented “It was a fantastic 
day; we experienced how Stone Age people lived.  I liked foraging in the     

allotment for food”.     



   INTERNATIONAL LUNCHES 

 As part of our International Curriculum we are having international 

 themed lunches throughout the year.  In October our amazing  
 kitchen staff served up a delicious African menu as part of Black 

 History Month, and recently we enjoyed the 
 most tasty Spanish tapas to celebrate the link 
 St. Bede has with our twin primary school in  

 Seville, Spain. 
 

In 2022 we shall be having more International lunches, enjoying traditional 
dishes from China, France, Italy, Greece, India and America.  We can’t wait 
and our taste buds are already quite excited about the prospect! 

 
A huge thank you needs to go to the kitchen staff who devise these exciting International  

menus and then cook and serve our lucky pupils and staff!  Who needs 
foreign holidays when we can ‘travel’ and dine in all of these countries!  
Here’s what the children said about the Spanish tapas they enjoyed:    

Oliver in Year 2 gave the Spanish lunch 10 out of 10, and Aiden 
& Riley in Year 6 said it was very tasty! 

   Keeping with the International theme; St. 
   Bede Primary Academy is delighted to have 

   been reaccredited with the International 
School Award (ISA) for a fourth time.  The British Council administer the Award 

to recognise the schools in the UK who have a strong international element across their       
curriculum.  To be reaccredited we have many international activities taking place at St. Bede 
throughout the school year: for example we learn about Christmas, Easter and Eid and also how 

different countries celebrate Christmas around the world.  
 

In the last academic year we linked up with NASA to learn about international space travel as 
part of our Space Week  and during the Euros the children researched and found out facts 
about different countries to broaden their Geography skills.  St. Bede is also twinned with 

CEIP Gloria Fuertes Primary school in Seville, Spain and the children in Year 5 and 6 each have 
a Spanish pen friend.  French is taught from Nursery to Year 4 and Spanish in Year 5 and 6.  It 

is for all of these reasons, and many more, that St. Bede has been awarded the International 
School Award from 2021 to 2024.  



 

Fri 10th Dec:    

Christmas Jumper day 

Thu 16th Dec:        

Children’s Christmas 

Lunch 

Tue 21st Dec: Last day 

of half term 

Thu 6th Jan: Back to 

school—Spring 1 

 

      We currently have                                                                                                            
      37% of parents signed 
up to our new Parent App, My Child At School (MCAS).  MCAS is 

a portal which provides information such as: access to real-time 
attendance data for your child; communication facilities to      
improve contact between parents and schools; instant access to 
published reports and letters.  If you need the invitation link    
re-sending to you, please telephone the school office or send an 

email to parents@stbedeacademy.org.       

At St. Bede Academy we celebrated Children in Need in style.  
The children came to school in yellow, red or Pudsey tops; the 
School Council ran a colouring competition and a winner was  

chosen from EYFS, KS1 and KS2. Classes completed 
Children in Need activities throughout the           
afternoon and had so much fun, and we raised a       
fantastic £294.33!  Well done everyone! 

Last month our School Council learnt about road safety.  Here’s their report ... 
 

Road safety is being extra careful on the roads and to make sure you are listening and looking to see if 
there are any cars.  First you need to think, stop, look and listen to see if there are any cars, buses or 

trucks nearby.  Before crossing you need to think, is it safe?  It isn't safe to cross between parked cars 
so be sure to cross at a pelican, zebra or traffic light.  Make sure that you walk across 
the road and keep calm so that you can cross the road safely.   
 
Thank you to the School Council for that report on helping us to all ‘keep safe’.   

Wishing all our children, and their families  a very Merry Christmas  

and all good wishes for the New Year! 
 

From all the staff  at St. Bede Academy 


