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Learning 

Caring 

Growing Together 

Message from Mrs Black, Co-Head of School 
 

It was wonderful to welcome you all to a new academic year and especially 
to all our new starters to the St. Bede family!  

 
For those of you who do not know me, I am Mrs Black, Co-Head of School 
and I work alongside Mrs Rostron to ensure everyone at St. Bede Learn, 

Care and Grow Together.  I have worked at St. Bede for nineteen years 
and feel proud to be part of your child’s educational journey. 

 
As we enter the latter stages of the first half term, it is wonderful to see how everyone 
has settled back into the school routine so well.  We have been so excited to be able to  

return to face to face collective worship in the hall, and at Church, and hearing the       
children singing together again has been wonderful.  The children look exceptionally smart 

in our new school uniform and wear the school logo with pride! 
 
It is with great sadness that we share with you the passing of our 

founder and leader Jack Hatch O.B.E.  Jack taught many children 
who have subsequently become parents and  grandparents within our 

school, and some of our staff are also ex pupils.  He has been a    
driving force, a champion for the children and a mentor to so many 
people.  Most of all Jack has been a kind and compassionate friend to 

the whole of the St. Bede family and will be sadly missed by all.  To continue his legacy, one 
child will be awarded the ‘Jack Hatch Maths Award’ at the end of the academic year.  Class 

teachers from Nursery to Year 6 are on the lookout for children who show PRIDE 
(Positivity, Resiliency, Independence, Determined to achieve success and are Encouraged 
by a love of learning) towards Maths. 

 
As always, thank you for your continued support. 



 

  Headlice: Headlice are,  unfortunately,  a fact of life in schools and other places 

where children work and play closely together.  All we can do as a school is direct you to the NHS 
website: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits when headlice are spotted,  and we 

have to rely on you to check your child’s hair regularly and treat if necessary.  If an adult in school 

notices that your child has headlice, you will be asked to take them home, treat them, and bring 

them back to school.  There is no need to keep them off school once treatment has been given.   

 
Attendance: Overall attendance is currently 95%; we are still aiming for our Governors target of 96.5%, we 

can do this!  Unfortunately this half term we have issued 10 warning letters and three penalty notices for    
unauthorised absence.  An education is one of the finest gifts we can give to our children so it is really         
important that your child attends school each day, on time, unless they are poorly.  If you have any concerns 
regarding your child’s attendance, please contact the school and a member of our pastoral team will be happy 
to discuss with you.  Remember School Matters … if your child Attends Today, they will Achieve Tomorrow! 
  

COMPASSION 

Kai in Year 4         
recently spotted a 
child who had fallen 
and hurt themselves 
on the playground;  
he alerted an adult 
to help them.  He also shows  
compassion for all his classmates.  
Well done Kai! 

Please can we remind parents again when dropping off/collecting children to please 

drive and park your cars with utmost care and courtesy to others, in particularly 
to our children and people who live in neighbouring houses.  Can we also remind 

parents not to stop cars in the middle of the street to drop children off.  Please 

park up and escort pupils into school.  Thank you for your support. 

Reception 2022: Our Open Evenings for next years’ intake 
will take place on Thu 21st Oct, Thu 4th Nov and Thu 18th Nov, 
4:00pm—5:00pm.  If you or anyone you know would like to       

attend one of these sessions, please contact the school office 
on 01204 61899 to book a place.    

RESPECT 

Kleo in Year 1 cares about others’      
feelings.  She is  kind to her friends and 
is very polite to staff in school.  In class 
Kleo takes care of the toys and          
resources, making sure they are looked 
after and tidied away properly.  She 

shows respect for her friends and teachers by   
following the rules and being a good listener.  Keep 
it up Kleo!   



 

Our New Allotment 

Our lovely ‘newly transformed’ allotment was recently re-opened by our very own Mrs Roberts 
and is ready for the children to use for outdoor learning and growing.                                                    

Our sincere thanks must go to PGL Pipelines, who took on our allotment as their community 
project; they have done an amazing job in completely transforming it and both our children 

and staff are very excited to start working on it. 

       Goodbye Mr Hatch and thank you! 

       On 25th September, on what would have been 
       his 74th Birthday,  Mr Jack Hatch sadly passed 
       away. 

       Throughout his working life, Jack dedicated  
       every minute of every day to the children he had 
       in his care and would move mountains to ensure 
       that pupils received the best education and care 
       possible.  Mr Hatch helped a vast number of   
       children to succeed with St. Bede being         
       highlighted as one of the best in the country for 
helping pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds. He was known nationally for his work in both 
Early Years and Primary Education and in 2015 received an OBE from Prince William for his 
services to education. Both the school and the  
Academy Trust are thinking about memorials for 
Jack, such as planting a pear tree at our allotment 
(he loved the allotment, and he loved his pears!). 

Thank you Mr Hatch for everything you did for the 
Trust, the schools (St. Bede and Tonge Moor),   
childcare and the community as a whole.  You were a 
truly inspirational man and we will ensure that your 
legacy lives on.  



During the summer term the children took part in ’Space Week’ where they 
took part in all sorts of ‘astronomical’ activities; these included a ‘live’ Zoom 

presentation with Paul from NASA, who talked about the Solar System and   
in particular the Apollo missions to the moon; children also designed some 

fantastic coloured space-suits, made space buggies and rockets and sang 
‘Space’ songs courtesy of our very own Mr ‘Commander’ Lawson.   The        
children also got the opportunity to explore Space using VR headsets and 

through a planetarium experience, and demonstrated resilience, perseverance 
and creativity by completing astronaut training and space missions!  Here’s 

what some of the children said about Space Week: 
 

 “Miss, it’s like 
I’m walking on       

the moon!” 

“I’ve touched the     
stars today”  

“This was the best     
day ever” 

In September we received a visit from Yasmin Qureshi MP.  Yasmin 
wanted to come to St. Bede to have a look around the school and 

learn about our vision, values and ethos which we demonstrate day to 
day.  She was greeted by members of our School Council who        

escorted her around the school; Yasmin was particularly interested 
in their role at school (maybe we have some future politicians in the 

making!).   The tour of school was followed with a visit to our allotment and around the local 

community.  We talked to Yasmin about our passion to lease a part of the Greenfield site,         
opposite the school and also discussed the problems we have with parking around the school, 

particularly in the mornings and afternoons.  She gave us 
some really good advice on how to proceed with both 
these initiatives.  Yasmin has said she would like to visit 

us again to talk to the School Council about her role in 
the Government as well as spending time reading with the 

children and also leading an             
assembly.  We look forward to her 
next visit! 



As a school, it is part of our responsibility to help children learn how to eat healthily.  Our 
school lunches served by our kitchen are always healthy and nutritious, but what about packed 
lunches brought into school?  Here are some ideas for a Healthy Packed Lunch for your child:     

Portion of starchy food 
White or wholegrain bread, rolls, pitta bread or wraps, plain naan bread,  
bagels, cooked pasta, rice, noodles, couscous or potato as a salad. 
 

Portion of meat, fish, eggs, beans or other non-dairy sources of    
protein 
Sliced meat, chicken, fish, sliced egg in sandwiches, rolls or wraps, meat       
alternatives such as tofu or pulses like kidney beans and chickpeas in salad. 
 

At least one portion of fruit and/or vegetable 
Vegetables: carrot,  cucumber,  pepper or celery sticks,  tomatoes,  grated carrot in     
sandwiches or wraps, sweetcorn, peas or pulses in salad. 
Fruits: sliced apple or melon,  plums,  grapes,  strawberries,  kiwi,  satsumas,  chunks of   
pineapple or dried fruit. 
 

Portion of milk or dairy foods 
Yoghurt or fromage frais, cheese in sandwiches or wraps. 
 

Desserts 
Plain biscuits, fresh fruit, dried fruit, yoghurt, sugar free jelly; chocolate bars, sweets or cereal 
bars are not allowed. 
 

Drinks 
Water is provided for children on packed lunches at lunchtime but they can bring a sugar free 
juice if they wish. 

Snack brought into school must also be healthy; here are some ideas for a healthy snack: 
 
Yogurt in a tube (Frubes)    Individual rice cakes  
Cheese Triangles/Cheese Blocks   Vegetable Sticks 
Fresh or Dried Fruit     Crackers and Cheese 
Breadsticks 
 
Your child must not bring: Crisps, Nuts, Cereal Bars, Cakes, Biscuits, Chocolate or Sweets for 
snack. 
 
Children can bring a water bottle to have in class but it must be clear plastic and filled with plain 
water only. 



 

 

 

 

Fri 15th Oct: Global 

Hand Washing Day 

Thu 21st Oct: Reception 

2022 intake Open Evening  

Fri 22nd Oct: Last day 

of half term  

Mon 1st Nov: Back to 

school: Autumn 2 

Tue 2nd Nov: Year 6 

Heights & Weights 

Thu 4th Nov: Reception 

2022 intake Open Evening 

Thu 8th Nov: Nasal Flu 

Vaccinations  

Wed 10th Nov: Parents’ 

Evening: Reception to Year 

6, 3:30pm – 6:00pm  

Thu 11th Nov: Armistice 

Day and  Parents’ Evening: 

Reception to Year 6, 

4:30pm – 7:00pm  

 

      We currently have                                                                                                            
      over 35% of parents 
signed up to our new Parent App, My Child At School (MCAS).  

MCAS is a portal which provides information such as: access to 
real-time attendance data for your child; communication           
facilities to improve contact between parents and schools;         
instant access to published reports and letters.  If you need the 
invitation link re-sending to you, please telephone the school.       

Following our feature on the previous 
page, we held a  ‘Healthy Packed Lunch’ 

week w/c 4th Oct and stickers were  
given out to celebrate healthy packed 

lunches spotted by staff at lunchtime.  
Congratulations to Class 6W who started 
off at the beginning of the week with 

only a few receiving a sticker, but       
towards the end of the week every child 

had brought in a healthy packed lunch.  
Well done 6W! 

Well done to our 
Year 6 children 
who raised a   

fantastic  
£942.27! 


