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We look forward to welcoming your child into  

St. Bede Reception Class 2021. 

This booklet provides all the essential information 

that you will need, prior to your child starting school. 

Information Booklet 
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MORNING ROUTINE: The settling in period is such an important time for all 
children and we hope to make this experience as happy and positive as possible 
as they arrive at school. Children enter through the Reception playground and 
will be greeted by their class teacher at their class door. Once inside, book bags 
are placed in an allocated box, coats are hung up in the cloakroom and children 
return to the classroom. Children then self-register by placing their photo on 
the key group line. They then have time to chat to friends and settle into their 
day, before carpet time sessions.  Children are supported each morning by the      
Reception class staff. 

Start of School Day End of School Day 

8:55am 3:15pm 

Miss Conti 

Teaching  

Assistant  

This is our current staffing structure and may be different in September 

 

 



 

Please enter via the gates situated at the entrance to the         
Early Years outdoor area, back Morris Green Street. 

If for any reason you arrive at school after 9:00am, please proceed to the main 
school office on Haynes Street, where you will be required to sign your child in. 

 
An education is the finest gift we can give to our children and we cannot stress 
enough the importance of children being in school each day, on time. Please help 
us, and your child, by ensuring that their attendance remains at a minimum of 
96%, to allow them to achieve their full potential. At St. Bede attendance and 
punctuality are monitored very closely; remember School Matters … if your child 
Attends Today, they will Achieve Tomorrow.   

 

No holidays will be authorised during term time, unless there are exceptional      
circumstances. 
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The children are accompanied to the hall where they are supported by Reception 

staff on a daily basis, in order to provide familiarity.  All Reception children are   

entitled to a tasty and nutritious free school lunch, as part of the Universal Infant 

Free School Meals scheme.  If, however, you decide to provide a packed lunch for 

your child, this should be placed in a named sturdy lunchbox.  The contents should 

be balanced and healthy and should not contain fatty foods, chocolate bars or 

drinks from home.  We are a nut free school, so ask that contents are carefully   

selected, due to the severe nut allergies of children and staff on site.  Lunchboxes 

are checked regularly and parents will be contacted should guidelines not be      

adhered to.  Water is available for all children at lunch and throughout the day.  

Fresh fruit and milk is available throughout the day.  
Children are also encouraged to access snack                
independently and we ask for £2.00 per week, to cover 
the cost.  This can be paid half termly by handing to your 
child’s class teacher in a sealed envelope, with your 
child’s name clearly written on the front.  Amounts per 
half term are published on our website.  Any leftover 
funds help to provide lovely experiences for the         
children, such as baking and planting seeds etc. 

Child’s Name 

Snack Money 
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Our philosophy focuses on child centered learning.  The environment is shaped by 
the children’s interests and experiences, and in doing this we hope to foster a love of 
exploration, discovery and independence.  This means that the staff facilitate        
children’s learning, rather than showing them what to do. 
 
We believe that children need opportunities to explore both the indoor and outdoor 
environment.  By allowing children to move freely around the setting, they can         
engage in the activities/areas that interest them.  Most important of all …                   
 

LEARNING SHOULD BE FUN! 
 
We believe in building great relationships with families by sharing information, to 
provide the very best start for your child. 

EYFS—Areas of Learning 
 

Prime  - Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

               Physical Development 
               Communication and Language 
Specific -   Literacy 

               Mathematics 
               Understanding the World 
                     Expressive Arts and Design 
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Staff carry out observations and continuously assess children during their play to  
support learning.  We compile evidence of wonderful experiences and hope that  
families will work collaboratively with us to create wonderful memories to last        
forever.  

The children have access to the outdoor environment, even during inclement   
weather.  We ask that families provide a coat, suitable for all weathers, and a pair of 
wellington boots.  Wellingtons should be sent to Reception class in a named bag, that 
can remain on your child’s coat hook.  Our outdoor environment provides the same 
rich learning opportunities as inside the classroom, but on a much bigger scale. 

As the children have free access to the outdoors, it is very important that a coat is 
provided every day, with hats and gloves in colder weather.  Please understand that 
in order for your children to learn, we have fun, and in 
having fun the children may get a little messy!  
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Relationships with parents/carers are extremely important to us.  We like to share  
information about your child’s learning and produce ‘next step’ booklets each term 
to enable us to work in collaboration.  We provide weekly home learning challenges, 
celebration shapes and busy bags, along with library and reading books.  
 

Each term (COVID dependent), you will be invited to Stay and Play sessions.  At these 
sessions there will be the opportunity to discuss your child’s learning and progress 
both at school, and at home.  On these special days, you can join in activities, share 
books, play games and have fun! 
 

Please support us by making sure that your child has good attendance and           
punctuality.  This supports the settling in phase, wellbeing and confidence in school.  
We also ask parents/carers to encourage their child to be independent every day,  
prior to starting school.  For example, putting on/taking off their coat, shoes and 
clothes; using the toilet independently and managing their personal care routines.  
These are all great skills to have when starting Reception.  
 

Parents can be a great help in school and we value such support.  Once COVID        
restrictions are lifted, if you would like to volunteer in any way please contact the 
school office.  If you volunteer for classroom support, please be aware that this 
would always be in a different class to that of your child, as this can sometimes be 
difficult for children.  As we keep the safety of our children at the forefront of our 
minds, we must insist that all adults who volunteer have a DBS (Disclosure and       
Barring Service) Certificate. 
 

We also have The Friends of St. Bede (PTA).  Several events are usually held     
throughout the year which is of great value as these provide numerous additional  
resources for our children.  If you would like to get involved with the PTA, please  
contact the school office.  
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Please make sure that your child’s name  

is inside every item of clothing. 

School Uniform 

 Navy blue round-neck sweatshirt/jumper or cardigan (with or without 
the school logo) 

Light blue polo t-shirt (with or without the school logo) 
Grey school trousers or grey tailored shorts 

Grey skirt or grey pinafore dress 
Blue gingham summer dress (no playsuits)  

Plain white/grey/navy/black socks or plain dark grey tights (no leggings) 
Flat plain black school shoes with Velcro fastening (no laces, shoes with 

logos, no boots or trainers) 
Wellington boots in a named bag, plus waterproof trousers 

Small, navy blue hair ornaments (clips, headbands) 
School book bag (no rucksacks or other bags) 

P.E. Kit 

 

 

White round-neck t-shirt (with or without the school logo) 
Navy blue P.E. shorts (with or without the school logo) 

Plain navy blue joggers (no logos or leggings) 
Black plimsolls (no trainers) 

On P.E. days, children should come to school wearing their P.E. uniform, school 
jumper/cardigan and school shoes.  Black plimsolls are to be kept in school in a 
named P.E. bag. Children will change their footwear ready for their P.E. lesson. 

Branded uniform can be purchased from Whittakers Schoolwear,                                                                 
106 Deansgate, Bolton, BL1 1BD or from www.whittakersschoolwear.co.uk.   
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Any hair ornament 
(such as a hair bobble 

or bow) must be 
small and discreet. 

Please be aware that jewellery is not allowed in school due to health and safety  
reasons.  This includes earring studs.  We also ask that children do not come to 
school wearing nail polish, with designs/shapes or lines cut into their hair, or     
transfer tattoos on their bodies.  
 

Hair below collar/shoulder length must be tied back.  Please check your child’s hair 
regularly for headlice and, if found, please inform a member of staff so that we can 
notify other families; no children are named.  
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We have various channels of communication to ensure parents/carers are fully up 
to date with what is happening in school: 
 

My Child At School (MCAS) Parent App - once your child has started in Reception 
class you will be sent an invitation link.  

Email -  please ensure we always have a correct email address for you. 

Twitter - @StBedeCEPrimary 

Facebook - St Bede Academy 

Newsletter – published each half term providing lots of useful information. 

Website – www.stbedeacademy.org.  Our website provides lots of useful           
information and we encourage all parents/carers to check regularly. 

Posters – at class collection areas and also at various points around the school. 

 

 
We love receiving messages and pictures from home and often ask for families to 
share things with us.  Once your child has started with us in September we will 
share with you Reception class email and twitter addresses with you so you can 
keep in touch.   
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We ask and encourage all families to take some time to look through the school  
information pack.  There is also an online Data Collection Form to complete for 
your child; please ensure this is completed and submitted by Friday 2nd July 2021.   

 

An email from EYFSnewstarter@stbedeacademy.org will be sent out in due course 
with details of your child’s start date, their class and introduction from their   
teacher. 

Information regarding services offered through our wonderful, on site, Out of 
School Club, can be found within the School Information section on our school 
website.  Below is a brief explanation, however, if you require further information, 
or would like to book a place for your child, please contact the club directly.  

 Sessions are available for families requiring child care all year round; 

 the school kitchen provide nutritious food ensuring that the healthy eating 
policy is continued; 

 the children are escorted to class each morning and collected from their class 
at the end of the day;  

 many staff members at the Out of School Club work within school in a variety 
of roles, thus providing consistency and familiarity for the children, helping 
them to feel comfortable in the setting.  
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