
Hello Everyone,  

Welcome to Nursery. We are delighted that all our new children are with us and so excited about the year 

ahead. The children are settling in well and we hope that the visits prior to admission helped alleviate any 

anxieties that you or your child may have had. We would now like to share some information that we hope 

will be of assistance. Please take a minute to read through the following information to make your child’s year 

in Nursery, the best it can be! 

  

Families in Partnership 

We hope to build great relationships with our parents/carers and would love you to be part of our team. It is 

so important to share information about the children so that we can provide the very best start on their     

learning journey. We believe that learning is a joint partnership between home and school and hope to      

provide you with the support to do so. We hold regular stay and play sessions where families are invited to 

come and play and take a moment to share your child’s learning journey together. We also send home        

celebration shapes so that parents/carers can praise children's accomplishments while they are with their family 

(details attached). Story sacks and busy bags are always available for loan. 

 

How can parents/carers help at the start? 

 Please make sure that your child arrives at Nursery on time and that they are collected promptly at the end 

of each session, as this can cause a great deal of distress. If you know that you will be late, please call school 

and let us know so that we can inform the children to avoid upset. Obviously we would rather you are on 

time but we understand that sometimes circumstances arise and it is unavoidable. Please see the late        

collection of children appendix in our Attendance/Punctuality policy on the school website.  

 If your child will be late or absent from Nursery, please make sure that you call school and leave a message 

with the school receptionist. 

 Please check your child's book bag and the notice board in the cloakroom each day for letters or messages. 

Copies of letters can also be found on the school website. If you are sending messages or money, please do 

not place them in your child’s bag as we do not check them. Always hand them to a member of staff as we 

cannot be held responsible for lost items or missed information if this is the case. 

 Please remember that money should be handed in on Monday. Fees and snack (£2.00 per week) should be 

in separate envelopes and given to your child’s key person in sealed envelopes with your child’s name on 

the front. If you have any difficulty paying your fees please do not hesitate to speak to us. 

 If your child goes to breakfast or after school club, and you pay Nursery fees, please hand them to the 

school receptionist who will pass them on to us. Please do not give them to club or place in your child’s 

bag. 

 Please make sure that your child has appropriate footwear for school - children should not wear          

trainers/pumps, boots or shoes with laces until they can fasten them on their own. 

 Please note that jewellery, necklaces, earrings, nail polish, transfer tattoos and severe haircuts are not       

allowed in school. 

 Please make sure that all clothing and shoes are named, (we have already had a number of items that are 

not). 

 Please inform us of any change of address or telephone number as soon as possible.  

 Please talk to us! We are always happy to listen and love to know about the children at 

home. You might have done something at the weekend or your child may have a special    

interest… we would love to hear about it! 

 
 



Celebrations 

Each Friday we have a small assembly where we celebrate all that has been great during the week. 

We have a reward system in place to encourage the children to follow the Nursery golden rules. 

Dojo money is given for being kind, helping or sharing, generally anything that is super! The   

money is then posted in the monster’s mouth (he is very cute and friendly!). If any parent/carer 

wishes to give their child dojo money for a particular achievement, or for following our rules at 

home, please speak to your child's key person. Each Friday, dojo notes will be pulled out of the 

box and these can be exchanged for little rewards.  
Our Golden Rules are: 

 Do share 

 Do have kind hands, feet and words 

 Do be helpful and use good manners 

 Do take care of our things 

 Do listen and be polite 

 Do use quiet voices indoors 

 Do be a good friend 

 Do walk in Nursery 

What are we going to learn? 

Each term your child’s key person will inform parents/carers of some of the key learning that your 

child will be working towards. We look at the interests of the children and use the information to 

influence our planning. If you have a special event happening in your family we would be          

delighted if you would share this with us. The first few weeks of this term are spent settling the 

children in and  talking about ourselves and our families. We learn about Harvest and Autumn 

during this term and the children are loving listening to and re-enacting traditional tales. As usual 

princesses and superheroes are a firm favourite and these will be used to enhance learning in lots 

of areas of the curriculum.  

Key Person Groups 

Every child has been allocated their own key person. This will be the person who you sign in with 

each day and share any important information. Your key person will work with a small group and 

help the children to feel safe and cared for while at Nursery. They will also record development 

and progress made by each child in their group. The groups are the Busy Bees, Lively Ladybirds 

and Spectacular Spiders. When you sign in at the start of each session there is a section for any    

information that we might need to know. Information such as someone else collecting your child, 

or even that they are tired due to a disturbed sleep or they have been feeling a little poorly during 

the night, can be added. This helps us to have a better understanding of the children and helps us 

to provide the care that children needs.  

Stay and Play 

You will receive a lovely invitation from your child very soon, inviting parents or family members 

to our key group stay and play sessions. The sessions are for an hour, but some sessions may be 

longer as we like to share information about how we deliver some sessions in Nursery. We hope 

that the sessions will give you a chance to spend some quality play time with your child by joining 

in with some of the activities that they enjoy. It will also be a chance to meet other  parents and 

carers. Your child’s learning journey will be available for you to look at, and their key person will 

be on hand to give advice and guidance. Do feel free to ask questions and share   information with 

us! More details and dates to follow…. 



Bumps 

If children have a bump to the head while in our care, we will always attempt to contact           

parents/carers. You will be given the option to collect your child or make the decision as to   

whether they remain at Nursery. An accident form will also be written. We feel it appropriate to 

inform you of this procedure so that we do not cause unnecessary panic, so please make sure you 

inform us of any change of contact details.  

Entrances and Exits 

May we remind parents/carers that the gates to Baby Bede should not be used to pass through 

when bringing or collecting your child from Nursery. Please help to keep all of our children safe by 

using only the designated gate at the appropriate times. At both the beginning and the end of the 

school day, the small black gate located on the back of Morris Green street should be used. If you 

arrive late for a session and the gates are locked, please come in through the main reception on 

Haynes Street.  

Physical Education 

P.E. will take place every Friday. Please see the separate letter with all relevant information. 

Suitable Clothing 

As the weather begins to change, we are reminding everyone that all children need to bring a    

suitable coat. Lots of children have been coming to school without one or with a lightweight    

jacket. As there is access to the outdoor area each day, many have been either very chilly or      

extremely disappointed as children will have to remain indoors if suitable outer garments are not 

provided. Children are encouraged to put on their own coats so please be mindful of this when 

selecting certain styles as this can cause unnecessary stress for the children. We try to spend time 

outside even in wet weather and have a small number of puddle suits and wellingtons. Please  

provide a waterproof jacket, trousers and wellingtons, please place them in a named bag and put 

them on your child’s coat peg. May we also remind everyone to make sure that all of your child's 

clothing, and bags, are named. Any items that are not named will be placed in the lost property 

tub.  

End of Sessions 

We would like to ask parents/carers to remain outside of the Nursery environment and please be  

patient when collecting children. This is purely for security reasons as we have approximately 32 

children per session to release. We like to maintain a secure environment for our children, and 

staff need to be able to make sure that children get to the appropriate adult. If anyone wishes to 

speak to a member of staff, please make this known to the person at the door and bear with us 

until all the children have been released. We are sure that you will agree that the safety of the       

children is paramount. If you are going to be late to collect your child, please call the main office. 

This is so upsetting when children are still waiting and we are unable to give them an explanation. 

Please also see our policy on attendance/punctuality, paying attention to the late collection of   

children section. This can be found on the school website in school                                                         

information/Policies/Attendance. 

Recycling 

Let our Nursery children turn your junk into a work of art! We have a workshop area in the 

Nursery, where the children are free to access junk modelling materials. We can make use of any 

small boxes, milk carton lids, corks, egg boxes, yoghurt pots, buttons, 

shells, foil or wool. We would be grateful for any donations!  

 

 

 



Story Sacks 

Each week children will be selected to take home a story sack. The story sacks are about making 

books fun and bringing stories to life! Each sack contains wonderful resources such as books, toys 

and props that you can share together. They are based around a story or rhyme and soft toys 

linked to the book have been added to encourage role play. The story sacks are 

expensive resources and because of this we will need to ask parents/carers to sign 

for them each week. Any lost bags or items will have to be paid for. The sacks can 

also be borrowed on request, please speak to your child’s key person for more    

information. 

 

Library 

Every Tuesday children will be invited to select a library book during key group time. Please spend 

some time sharing the book together at home. Encourage children to look after our books and use 

the library bag that we have provided to protect them. Library books should be returned the      

following Tuesday and handed to your child’s key person. Lost or damaged items will have to be 

paid for. There are also going to be days where we invite children to bring in books from home to 

share at circle time (please always make sure that books are named). We think books play such an 

important part in a child's learning and we can’t encourage reading enough, in fact we get as       

excited about stories as the children! More details will follow... 

 

Independence 

Please encourage children to walk to the carpet on their own, put on their coats, wipe bottoms 

and wash/dry hands independently. Staff are always on hand to offer support but obviously the 

children will feel much more confident if they are able to do things on their own. The cosy room 

can become congested if parents/carers say their goodbyes in there. We know that everyone loves 

a cuddle, but it can be a little alarming for other children when adults are looming over them. 

Please have cuddles outside the cosy room and encourage children to walk in and sit down       

afterward.  

 

Toileting Accidents 

We have requested that all families provide spare clothing for children to be changed into in case 

of accidents. This may be a toileting accident or they have been outside and fallen in a puddle.   

After either scenario, children will need to be changed. In past years we have spent a large amount 

of money on spare socks, underwear and clothing and we find ourselves, once again, with       

nothing. We cannot afford to keep replacing clothing stocks and not have them returned to us. If 

anyone has any items such as socks, underwear or spare trousers for donation, we would be very 

grateful. I must stress, if your child is not sent with spare clothing, we will have to call you to drop 

off a change of clothes. Thank you. 

 

Keeping in Touch 

We always find it funny when children inform parents that they have done ‘nothing’ at Nursery! 

Believe me, we go to great lengths to ensure that our environment is bursting with learning       

opportunities to keep them busy. This makes us aware of the importance of informing families 

about what is going on each week. We want everyone to feel part their child's learning and our 

Nursery, and value information, pictures and feedback.  You can follow the nursery on Twitter. 

We will attempt to update it as often as possible, however, we don’t want to spend all of our  

precious children time, updating or tweeting. We hope that you understand where our priorities 

lie and that it may have been a very busy day. We hope that you find this useful.  

 



Twitter -  @Nurserystbede  
     
 

Prayer Time 

Each day in Nursery the children join in a short prayer. A prayer is said at the beginning and at the 

end of each session. I have listed some of the short prayers that we say below, which you may  

wish to share with your child. 

Now the busy day is done 

Father bless us everyone 

Keep us safe all through the night 

Till we see the morning light 

Amen 

      ————————————————————— 

     We close our eyes and softly say 

      Thank you God for school today 

    Amen 

       ————————————————————- 

   Thank you Lord for this nice day  

       Bless our friends, our work, our play 

     Amen 

Celebration Shapes 

 

This week the children will bring home their first celebration shape. There will be some notes on 

the letter and just as we will share information, we hope that you will share news from home too. 

This really helps us to provide the most wonderful experiences for your children. We can provide 

many activities but, if the children aren't interested, they won’t have fun and consequently will not 

learn. Below we have provided some examples of the kind of details we would love to see on 

them. Sometimes you may think, ‘Why would they want to know that?’ Trust us, even the simple 

things such as getting a bowl out of the cupboard and finding a spoon in the drawer tells us a great 

deal of information. The child is showing their independence, they know which tool they need to 

eat with, and are aware of a familiar routine. This will be added to your child's learning journey, 

which helps us to shape the environment that we provide for the children.  

 

Jack was climbing the stairs on his way to bed and counted each step as he went up them. He 
managed to count to number 7! 

Sally pointed to the Asda sign and said “I have them in my name” 

While I was writing my shopping list, I gave James a piece of paper to ‘write’ his own. He 
took his list to the supermarket and ticked the items as we found them. James found some 
of his favourite things on the shelves and put them in the trolley. He even helped to carry 

the bags! 
You may even choose to send in a picture!  

Print pictures at home or send them to: nursery@stbedeacademy.org  

 
Please don't worry, we don't expect an essay each week! 

 



Head Lice 

I am sure that at some point everyone will have to deal with their child having head lice. There are 

certain measures that can assist but we can never rule them out. Please thoroughly check children 

on a weekly basis so that any head lice can be dealt with quickly, and ensure that long hair is tied 

back effectively every day. If you do discover that your child has head lice, please don’t feel       

embarrassed and do let us know.  

Party Day 

Now that the children are familiar with their key group, it has become a little tradition to hold a  

fancy dress tea party to celebrate! We would like the children to dress up as either a bee, spider or 

ladybird, depending on which group they are in. As well as looking very cute, we hope that this 

will be a visual reminder to help children remember their group. If you are unsure of your child’s 

key group, please speak to a member of the Nursery staff. 

 

The tea party will take place on Thursday 26th September in both the morning and afternoon. 

Please don’t go to great lengths to buy a costume, home made ones are often the best!  

 

 

 

 

 


