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Parent Comments/Suggestions and School Response 

 
 
HOMEWORK 
There are mixed views from parents about homework.  Some parents think their child receives too much homework 
and there is too much pressure on children, whilst others feel there is not enough, or it is not challenging, varied or 
frequent enough.   
 
There is a school policy for homework which, as a school, we have to adhere to, and this can be viewed on our 
website.  In our next academic year we are planning a review of our homework policy, as part of our School 
Development Plan, and we will be gathering information from pupils, staff and parents beforehand.   
 
SECURITY/SAFEGUARDING 
Various comments were received about security and safeguarding and responses are as follows: 
 
More security on the gates when collecting as it is a large playground – no child is released until they have seen 
their adult, or they have had permission to walk home on their own (for children in Years 4 to 6). 
All doors in the new build have a fob, maybe this could be introduced in the old build – we would love to be able 
to have security fobs on all classrooms and this has been looked into previously.  It does, however, work out very 
expensive and it is not a necessity that we need to invest in. 
Close the blinds in the down stairs classrooms when children are getting changed for P.E. and people are passing 
– we will look to ensure that this happens with immediate effect. 
I don’t like the stairs up to the top classrooms, I feel they could do with some kind of cover to protect from the 
weather – it is very costly to cover both sets of stairs and it is something that we are saving for.  They do meet 
health and safety regulations and have recently passed a health & safety inspection in February 2019.  They are 
checked regularly. 
Please make sure the kitchen door is always kept closed, the rest of the school is locked but anyone could enter 
through the kitchen – the kitchen door is now kept closed at all times. 
 
DRIVING/PARKING 
We received a lot of comments about driving and parking around the school which continues to be an issue, as it 
does around all schools.   
 
As a school we continually remind parents to take care when driving and parking around the school perimeter and 
signs have been purchased which can be seen around the school.  We have previously had conversations with our 
local councillor about providing more speed bumps and parking restrictions around the school, however they have 
been unable to support us with this.   
 
We have asked our teaching staff to refrain from parking their cars on the pavements, to ease congestion in the 
mornings and afternoons, however a lot of the responsibility comes from parents/carers and we do ask, again, for 
your support in being mindful and courteous when driving and parking cars.     
 
AWARDS/REWARDS 
We received a few suggestions about rewards and awards.  These are reviewed regularly and we will consider any 
feedback and suggestions received from parents/carers.  
 
COMMUNICATION 
The majority of parents feel communication is very good, however a few didn’t seem to know what channels of 
communication are available to them.  Here’s a reminder: 
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School Email System – parents can sign up at the end of each term to receive letters via email. 
Letters – children whose parents have not signed up to the School Email System will receive paper letters to take 
home. 
Website – www.stbedeacademy.org.  Our website provides lots and lots of useful information, including letters 
home, and we encourage all parents/carers to regularly visit the site. 
Twitter - @StBedeCEPrimary.  Why not follow us on twitter … we regularly tweet notices and information and now 
have almost 1,300 followers. 
Newsletter – these are published each half term, again with lots of useful information.   
 
Two parents evenings take place (Autumn and Spring) to update parents on their child’s progress, and a written 
‘end of year’ report is provided in July. 
 
The school is currently looking at alternative forms of online communication which we may introduce during the 
next academic year.  
 
LUNCHTIMES 
Feedback regarding school meals has been passed onto our Catering Manager who has taken your comments on 
board.  They are looking to include a wider range of vegetarian options, as well as reviewing our overall menus.  
They are currently in the process of starting an application for the ‘Food for Life’ awards and this will impact on 
their future menu choices, and the whole dining room experience.  Any changes will be communicated to parents 
beforehand.   
 
TEACHING/PASTORAL/SEN 
We received a few comments about more P.E. and that there didn’t seem to be enough competitive sports.  We 
will look at the P.E. timetable for the next academic year and our P.E. team is looking at introducing some 
competitive sports during the Summer 2 half term.  All staff have committed to running one after school club (P.E. 
related or otherwise).  
 
We have established stronger links with the Church.  Our new vicar, the Reverend Whitworth, meets regularly with 
Mrs Rostron, our Head of School, to assist with the strategy, direction and vision of a Christian school.  He is also a 
member of our Governing Board.   
 
The school is very proactive in identifying children with SEN issues and works with outside agencies to gather 
evidence.  It is worth noting, however, that an application for an EHCP requires two full terms of evidence and 
external reports before proceeding. 
 
We will continue to keep our focus on international relations and are always looking for new ideas and initiatives 
for this. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
At the end of Spring 2 the attendance team launched a new initiative (non-uniform token) for children who achieve 
100% attendance and zero lates during a term.  This means children have an opportunity each term to be rewarded 
for good attendance and punctuality, not just at the end of the school year. 
 
PREMISES 
There were many comments from parents about space around the school, particular space for children to play, and 
we are looking to utilise the field opposite the school more for playtimes.  A few parents also commented on 
improving the outside area.  This does require funding and will be looked into.  We do take your comments on 
board and always do what we can, but what goes on inside the building is far more important.   
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Here are some of the comments you would like to make to the Governors : 

 

Thank you! 

 

Happy parents with everything school does. 

 

I would strongly recommend this school to other parents. 

 

Thank you for looking after our little boy. 

 

Overall I am really happy with the progress that my child is making. 

 

Amazing, keep doing what you're doing. 

 

Great school; I am very happy with everything. 

 

My child loves his school and that helps massively as a parent. 

 

The children feel safe and the leadership  
and teachers appear to be working hard, so well done. 

 
 

Thank you for providing support and learning to help my child grow; 

 

 
 
 

 


